
Intro to Journalism Syllabus

Teacher: Ms. Steely

Room: L306

E-mail: osteely@ucityschools.org

Office Hours: as needed

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will be introduced to the fundamentals of journalism, including writing for publication,

photography, layout and design, and advertising. History and principles of journalism will be

researched and studied, along with the newest forms of the genre. Students will be trained in

publishing software, such as Adobe InDesign and Adobe Photoshop. Students’ work will be

considered for publication in the U-Times student newspaper and website and Dial yearbook.

COMMUNICATION

If for any reason you need to get a message to me or have any questions, please feel free to

contact me at osteely@ucityschools.org. I will get back to you as soon as possible.

MY PHILOSOPHY

I believe that this class is a community of learners. We respect each other and our thoughts.

Each of us is unique and can contribute to the class. I am here to support and guide students to

growth and success, using the content in this course as a foundation to explore our lives and the

world to build skills needed to function well in our current society and achieve our personal

aspirations.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

● Everyone, including the teacher, is held to high expectations.

● Be respectful, kind, & tidy.

● Be quiet and listen when the teacher or another classmate is speaking.

● Remain open and willing to listen and learn.

● Differences and discussion is highly valued in this class. Harmful, threatening, or

disrespectful speech will NOT be tolerated.

● Open, honest, and specific feedback will be consistently provided from the teacher in

order to meet student and class goals.

● Expectations and assignments will be clearly defined in advance.

COURSE OUTLINE

mailto:osteely@ucityschools.org


The goal of this course is to acquire knowledge of journalistic principles and practices, become

proficient with related technology, and produce stories and photos suitable for publication in

print and online. The course is organized into the follow units:

● History and Principles of Journalism

● Conventions of Journalism

● Language and Grammar

● Ethics and Responsibilities

● Interviewing and Sources

● Technology

● Publications Design

● Photography

● Convergence Journalism

● Journalism Careers

TEXTBOOK

Students will use selections from the following texts:

High School Journalism, Homer L. Hall and Logan Aimone, rev. ed. 2009, Rosen Publishing Group

Convergent Journalism, Stephen Quinn and Vincent F. Filak, 2005, Elsvier

The Elements of Journalism, Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenthal, 2007, Three Rivers Press

MATERIALS

To help you succeed in class, you will need the following materials each day: a writing utensil,

folder or binder, notebook, and your brain! A writer’s notebook will be provided as needed.

Canvas is used for all class materials and assignments and can be accessed using ClassLink and

your U. City login information.

GRADING PROCEDURES

● Grades consist of formative and summative assessments. Formative assessments are

worth 30% of your final grade, and summative assessments are worth 70% of your final

grade. Formative assessments are assessments for learning and guide the teacher and

students by measuring progress towards a learning target. While summative

assessments are assessments of learning and measure mastery of learning targets.

● Grades will be updated on Canvas and SIS by the end of each week for students/parents

to track progress.

● Assignments will be checked regularly to make sure students understand the content

and are completing each assignment. Students are expected to be accountable for their

own grades. That means students are responsible for completing and submitting work

on time, as well as checking Canvas for grades and due dates.



● If you are unable to do an assignment due to extreme circumstances, please talk to me

before the due date of the assignment. Students are responsible for making up any work

that is missed.

ASSIGNMENTS

● Formative assessments are as follows:

○ Participation: Students are expected to participate in class, group, and peer

discussions.  Students are also expected to participate in sharing opportunities,

which require proper audience etiquette and respect.

○ Article of the Week: Every week, students will analyze an article. Some weeks this

article will be provided by the teacher and other weeks students will be expected

to find an article on their own. Students will write a one page reflection giving a

summary of the article, providing personal reflections and observations,

opinions, and specific questions.

○ Close Readings: Students will have multiple opportunities to read and analyze a

variety of journalism productions. Students will annotate readings and then

reflect on the analysis in a variety of ways.

○ Class Activities: There will be a variety of smaller, low stakes activities that will

occur during each class that focus around the week’s objectives.

○ Self-Reflection: Self-reflection is important.  This is a low stakes opportunity for

students to learn from themselves and the class.

● Summative assessments are as follows:

○ Independent Writing: Students will write a variety of journalistic pieces. Students

will research, interview, draft, edit, and showcase their writings to their peers

and any appropriate audiences.

○ Photography Evaluation: Students will analyze and critique photography from

another school’s yearbook. Students will discuss strengths and weaknesses and

present their findings to the class.

○ Newspaper Evaluation: Students will analyze and critique another school’s

newspaper. Students will discuss the strengths and weaknesses they see, looking

at the coverage, news writing, feature writings, sports writing, commentary,

photography, and design. Students will present their findings to their class.

○ Final Project: Students will be given a variety of options to complete for their

final project. This final project will combine most if not all of the skills students

have practiced the entire year. Students will also evaluate their own work and

the work of their peers. Students will spend time revising and editing their work

after receiving many rounds of feedback. Students will also present their work to

the class.



○ Portfolio: At the end of the semester, students will compile their work into a

portfolio.  Students will submit this portfolio along with a scoring rubric they will

use to evaluate their own performance. This assignment is worth 100 points.

TARDIES & ABSENCES

School policy is strictly followed in the case of tardies and absences. It is an expectation for

students to report on time to class each day. If you anticipate that you will be tardy or absent,

please email Ms. Steely.

HALL PASSES

Hall passes will only be given for emergency purposes only as well as at the teacher’s discretion.

Students will need to make good use of their hallway and break periods. Only one student will

be allowed outside of the classroom at a time. If a student leaves without permission, that will

be counted as tardy.

SEATING

Seating arrangement is at the teacher’s discretion. If classroom expectations are followed,

students will be able to choose seating.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. School policy will be strictly followed for any

violations.

FOOD/BEVERAGE

With the exception of water, food and drink are not allowed in the classroom unless there is

enough for everyone in the class.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Per school policy, cell phones are to be placed in the district-ordered phone lockers on the wall

at the beginning of class and picked up at the end of class.  Cell phone usage is not allowed

during instructional time and is strictly enforced by teachers and administration. The phone is

not allowed to be on the student’s person, as it is a distraction regardless. If a phone is not

placed into the phone locker at the beginning of class, a warning will first be given. If a student

refuses to place the phone into the locker after a warning or continually disregards the policy, a

referral will be given. This policy should be enforced building-wide.


